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Christianity is not fundamentally tied to a 

specific context, culture, or people group. 

Instead, it finds a home in every culture and place worldwide, 

transcending boundaries of ethnicity, language, and geography. 



“The glory of creation is evident in the 
wonderful diversity, bordering on cacophony, 

that is present in the natural world. 

Similarly, the glory of Christianity is best 
displayed in its interconnected diversity, with 
different kinds of Christians praising God and 

caring for their neighbours in a complex, 
interwoven, and mutually enriching 

choreography of faith, hope, and love. 

That dance…is the global gospel in action.”





Global Mission: 21st century patterns and possibilities











“Today, the continent that was called 

dark is basking in the light of the 

gospel and sending its sons and 

daughters as missionaries to Europe.”



Mission in the Future: 
Reimagining Mission for the 21st Century
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“In Africa, every Christian is a 

potential evangelist and a 

majority of them take this 

evangelistic calling seriously” 

‘The Evangelisthood of all 

believers’





14% of London’s population is 
black (African, Afro-Caribbean)

60% of London’s churchgoing 
population is black



• The late scholar of World Christianity Andrew Walls made a striking 

observation once when he noted how a century ago, British missionaries were 

travelling across Africa, proclaiming the gospel and planting churches over there. 

Today, by contrast, many African Christian parents living in the UK find themselves 

deeply concerned about the effects secular British culture is having on the 

Christian upbringing and faith of their children here in Britain. 

“A lot has changed in 100 years.” 









Who Might Come?

Healthy Servants
Trainers/Strengtheners

Ethnicity Planters
Church Planters

Zealous Individuals
Right to remain

Claiming Asylum
Visa fishers

Self Servants
From any background



Nuts and Bolts



Spiritual vitality and vibrant worship
Bold gospel witness and missional urgency

Resilient discipleship under pressure
Communal understanding of church

Fresh theological/biblical insight
Global Christianity perspective

Humility, gratitude, prophetic challenge

What might (e.g. 
African) missionaries 

bring to the UK?



Welcoming Missionaries to the UK: 
Some considerations as leaders and churches

• Teach reciprocity
• Challenge paternalism
• Address fears
• Encourage curiosity
• Celebrate diversity

Prepare to 
Partner

• Adapt language
• Explore culture
• Negotiate rhythms
• Clarify expectations
• Listen well

Support 
Settling in

• Promote responsibility
• Encourage contextualisation
• Provide support
• Model patience
• Validate struggle

Deepen in 
Discipleship
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“The mission of God is the same, whether it involves Europeans 
working in Africa or Africans working in Europe. Our language 
must reflect an awareness that the same God who sends 
Westerners also sends Africans, Asians, and Latin Americans. 

We commonly [speak of] mission as something that 
Westerners do in other parts of the world while people from 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America only do ‘reverse mission’ or 
‘diaspora mission’. This is not justifiable. 

Polycentric mission cannot happen when Western Christians 
believe they are superior or higher than the rest of us. In this 
century of world Christianity, there should be no second-class 
missionary. Any segregation in our missionary movements 
renders the whole idea of polycentric mission unattainable.”


