[INSERT CHURCH NAME]


Terrorism Protection Policy

{JUNE 2026: This template is intended as a ‘best practice’ document and does not constitute legal advice. We have made it clear where churches should tailor this document to their specific needs. Please be aware that if you make changes outside of these areas, it may mean the policy is no longer best practice and FIEC cannot be held responsible for your amendments. When customising this document for your own church’s use, please edit all the text in [square brackets] and delete the brackets. Please also delete the instructions in {curly brackets} once you have followed them – including this paragraph – as they should not form part of the final document.}

Church details
Charity number: 
Church address: 
Church contact: 
Email:
Phone:

This policy first adopted / last reviewed: [INSERT DATE]
This policy should be reviewed annually. The next review is due on: [INSERT DATE]


[INSERT CHURCH NAME] recognises that churches face a number of security threats including anti-social behaviour, damage to property and terrorist attacks.
We are committed to promoting the safety of those who are part of our church community and recognise our responsibilities under the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025, sometimes known as Martyn’s Law, to be prepared for potential acts of terrorism and take steps to keep people safe.
We recognise that terrorist attacks can happen at any time and anywhere that members of the public gather can become a target.
Responsibility
Trustees are responsible for the safety and security of the church, its members and attendees. They are responsible for ensuring the requirements of the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025 are met.
The Trustees will notify the regulator that the church premises falls within the scope of the Act because the greatest expected number of individuals at the premises at the same time exceeds 200. The regulator will be notified that the ‘responsible person’ is the Trustee body collectively.
{The trustees have delegated day-to-day responsibility to specific individuals. They are accountable to the trustees.}
[INSERT INDIVIDUALS’ DETAILS AND THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES]
Our church
Our regular attendance is approximately [INSERT NUMBER OF REGULAR ATTENDERS] {e.g. “180 people attending a Sunday morning service”}, with greatest number of attenders in the building at the same time around [INSERT MAXIMUM NUMBER OF ATTENDERS] {e.g. “250 people attending annual carol service”}. 
The trustees therefore consider that our premises falls within the scope of the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025.
There are a wide range of activities which take place in the church building throughout the week including [OUTLINE OTHER ACTIVITIES].
Risks
The trustees have reviewed the premises, location and activities of the church and have identified the following as particular risk factors for [INSERT CHURCH NAME]:
Our church building is [INSERT DESCRIPTION OF THE CHURCH BUILDING AND ITS LOCATION] {include key features which might make it more vulnerable to attack, e.g. city centre location, on a major road, large glass front to building, etc.}.
{Insert here other factors which are relevant and may increase or decrease the risk or likelihood of a terrorist incident. You may wish to consider:
· The activities you run – e.g. “we run a café which is open to the public, giving easy access to the building and where significant numbers gather” or “ we run English language classes for asylum seekers and refugees, which may increase the security risks to the church in light of anti-immigrant views held by some in the local area”.
· The accessibility of the building to the general public – e.g. “a number of community activities take place in the church building; the entry points to the building are all always attended or the lock kept locked”.
· Current tensions or previous incidents in your local area – e.g. “A recent terror attack on a local place of worship has increased tension in the local area and significant disturbances have been seen”.}

The following types of attack are possible on our premises:
	ATTACK TYPE
	DESCRIPTION
	SPECIFIC VULNERABILITIES

	Marauding attack
	Fast-moving violent incidents where assailants move through a location aiming to kill or injure as many people as possible
	{e.g. building located very visibly on the high street, glass fronted building}

	Vehicle as a weapon
	Vehicles can be used as a weapon to penetrate barriers to gain access to premises or inflict mass casualties in an open space
	{e.g. building located on a main road with no barrier between building and the road}

	Fire as a weapon
	Deliberate use of fire against people to cause injury
	{e.g. building located in a secluded location where fire may be set undetected}

	Improvised explosive devices
	An IED is a bomb which can be made from homemade explosives. Suicide bombers may use their vehicle or carry their IED concealed on their person.
	{e.g. significant numbers of people coming and going may allow a device to be concealed or detonated without raising suspicion}

	Chemical, biological, radiological
	Poisoning, injury or illness caused by chemical substances or release of biological toxins or exposure to harmful radioactive materials
	{e.g. significant numbers of people coming and going may allow for an assailant to enter undetected}



Protective measures
[INSERT CHURCH NAME] has a number of general security measures in place:
[INSERT THE LIST OF SECURITY MEASURES] {e.g. CCTV, security shutters on doors when the building is unattended, doors kept locked when unattended}
[INSERT CHURCH NAME] recognises that there are a number of measures which may be used in the event of an attack to protection those present on the premises:
	MEASURE
	WHEN MIGHT THIS BE APPROPRIATE?
	HOW WOULD WE CARRY OUT THIS MEASURE?

	Evacuation
(exiting the building)
	Fire being used as a weapon
Suspicious item identified; known or suspected bomb
Assailant inside the premises with caution exercised in case of additional assailants outside
	{this might include reference to the existing fire evacuation procedures, assembly points, advice in circumstances when assembly might not be appropriate; also include reference here to practice drills if relevant}

	Invacuation (bringing people into the building or a safe area within the premises)
	Active risk outside the premises or in adjacent premises
	{this would include identifying safer locations within the building, e.g. internal rooms, rooms with lockable doors, how people might be brought into those spaces; also include reference here to practice drills if relevant }

	Lock down (preventing access to some or all of the premises)
	When individual or group poses a risk, to prevent entry or exit
	{this would include which doors can be locked or barricaded; also include reference here to practice drills if relevant}

	Communication
	To alert people to a risk; to provide instruction on necessary actions for safety 
	{this would include messages to be communicated in the event of an attack, how these would be communicated and to whom}



Training and support
In order to ensure that the protective measures can be implemented rapidly in the event of an incident the trustees of [INSERT CHURCH NAME] recognise that providing information and training to key personnel is essential and have made the following provisions:
	Provision of quick guides
	{e.g.
· laminated notice to be attached to lectern with instructions to be read out in event of an attack
· short guide to be provided to all members of the welcome / stewarding team on actions in the event of an attack during a service
· briefing for leaders of groups using the church building on actions in the event of an attack during a service}

	All staff and welcome team leaders
	{e.g.
· to read this policy in full
· to complete online training: ProtectUK, Faith Security Training: Christian at https://www.protectuk.police.uk/group/125 }
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