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Colour-blindness and how to overcome it























Romans 3:23 “All have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God…”
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Biblical Paradigms: needed to 
express multi-faceted TRUTH
• The Big 4:

- Legal:  Guilt / Innocence 
- Glory:  Honour / Shame 
- Power (Authority): Power / Fear 
- Holiness: Purity / Pollution

• Several others (some overlap):
- Moral, Covenant, Family, 
Wisdom, Agricultural, 
Transactional, Kingdom



EXERCISE: Identify the dominant cultural paradigms in these regions of the world

ulture  Honour Family Power Legal Wisdom Covenant Cultic 
 Western European        
 Eastern Europe        
 Near & Middle East        
 Central Asia & India        
 The Far East & SE Asia        
 Africa, Caribbean        
 Central & South America        
 North American Indian        

 Pacific Islander/Aborigine        
 



23 ways sin & judgement 
are portrayed in the Bible

• 1. Identify the biblical categories 
used (Glory, Legal, Power, Moral, 
Covenant, Holiness, Family, Wisdom, 
Agricultural, Transactional, Kingdom)

• 2. Which ways of presenting sin & 
judgement would resonate with the 
cultural group(s) you are living 
among?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WpJsSeNVARovyH3fZbKkX_X0yE-T0xka/view?usp=sharing
1. Identify the biblical categories used.

2. Which ways of presenting sin & judgement would resonate with the cultural group(s) you are serving among?




Rom 3:23 “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…”

• 3:11 “no-one understands, no-one seeks God”
• 3:12 “all have turned away”
• 3:12 “no-one does good”
• 3:13 “the poison of vipers is on their lips”
• 3:15 “feet swift to shed blood”
• 3:17 “the way of peace they do not know”
• 3:18 “no fear of God before their eyes”
• 3:24 “… and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”

• 3:25 “whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith”
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7 Areas for constant growth
1. Understanding of and commitment to the 

biblical imperative for intercultural church
2. Heart attitude – towards others, and one’s own identity
3. Cultural awareness – of one’s own and others’ cultures
4. Biblical communication to multiple cultures
5. Engagement across cultures – conversation and community
6. Learning from practitioners and using resources
7. Change management



Resources

All presentations (PowerPoint 
slides) given in this workshop, 
as well as PowerPoint versions 
of the resources used, are 
available from Tim McMahon’s 
Google Drive – link using the QR 
code in the handbook

FIEC website

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VuAdTlHk6b73LrhBwUphaaHH5oWCk9Z1?usp=sharing


People / courses to help you & your church
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