[INSERT CHURCH NAME]

Domestic Abuse Statement

{JUNE 2026: This template is intended as a ‘best practice’ document and does not constitute legal advice. Please be aware that if you make changes, it may mean the policy is no longer best practice.}
Introduction
Domestic Abuse is defined as “any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour,  violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality.”[footnoteRef:2] [2: . https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/new-government-domestic-violence-and-abuse-definition/circular-0032013-new-government-domestic-violence-and-abuse-definition (cf. the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-act-2021).] 

Domestic abuse is sadly pervasive in our culture: around 1 in 4 people in the UK, over the age of 16, has experienced domestic abuse[footnoteRef:3]. Domestic abuse is known to be underreported, so those statistics are likely to be conservative. Research carried out in one area of England[footnoteRef:4] suggests that domestic abuse is just as pervasive in churches as it is in the culture outside of the church, so we must be alert to it within our churches. [3: . https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/domesticabuseinenglandandwalesoverview/november2025 ]  [4: . https://www.restored-uk.org/about/our-research/2964-2/ ] 

Pastoral response
Domestic abuse in any form, including coercive and controlling behaviour, is the desecration of the image of God in the person being abused through a pattern of intentionally misusing power, overtly or covertly, in words or actions, to gratify themselves.  Christ’s self-giving love encourages flourishing, while domestic abuse seeks to stifle the victim’s autonomy through dominance, replacing love with fear. 
Under no circumstance is abuse ever justified; neither is it ever the fault of the victim. Domestic abuse severely damages relationships and can destroy the relationship beyond repair. An act of abuse is never an act of Christian love. 
Given this acknowledgment, we affirm the following:
· Domestic abuse is a serious problem which occurs in Christian families as well as in wider society.
· Domestic abuse is not primarily an anger problem, a marriage problem, the victim’s problem or even a legal problem, but rather a sin problem.
· Domestic abuse, in all its forms, is sinful and incompatible with the Christian faith and a Christian way of living.
· All abuse is spiritually damaging for both the victim and the abuser and has collateral damage that extends to children in the home, extended family and close friendships.
Responding well
We believe:
· Domestic abuse should be a topic that people feel able to, encouraged and given permission to raise within the church.
· We have a responsibility to listen to, take seriously, support and care for those reporting or affected by domestic abuse.
· In line with requirements of the law (Domestic Abuse Act 2021), where children are part of a household in which domestic abuse is occurring a statutory referral to social services must be made whether they have witnessed the abuse or not.
· Those who have experienced abuse will be encouraged to consider their own safety and that of family members as a priority and access professional counselling and legal resources, to bring healing to the individuals and, if possible, to the relationship. The church should be alongside the individual to provide practical and pastoral help and support.
· Perpetrators of abuse will also be encouraged to seek professional counselling and support and help from the church.

In practice we will:
· seek to ensure that our leaders are well informed about domestic abuse, know how to recognise it and respond well;
· teach what it means to be male and female image-bearers of God, equal in value, dignity and worth;
· teach what healthy relationships look like and that domestic abuse, in all its forms, is a sin;
· seek to create an environment in which those experiencing domestic abuse feel able to disclose and perpetrators come forward and seek support;
· listen to those who disclose abuse and take them seriously;
· prioritise the safety (which isn’t simply the absence of physical violence or threat) of those impacted by abuse, respecting their choices;
· follow the appropriate safeguarding procedures in all cases;
· signpost those directly impacted by abuse to specialist organisations alongside providing pastoral care;
· offer practical help and support where appropriate.
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