Funerals at Anywhere Evangelical Church (AEC) / conducted by AEC pastor
At a time of bereavement, there are many arrangements to be made. We hope these notes will help with organising the Thanksgiving Service for your loved one. The pastors and staff of AEC would like to be able to help you in planning the service in a way that assists you and brings glory to the Lord Jesus. 
Funeral directors
· The pastors and church office have regular contact with the funeral directors in Anywhere Town. They are willing to help you make a choice. This may depend on whether there was a funeral plan.
· Funeral directors include a ‘ministers fee’ in their account. We charge no fee, so please make sure you are not charged for one (or ask for any fee to go to the church directly).

Options for services
1) A brief service of committal at Crematorium Chapel or a burial in the cemetery, followed by a service of thanksgiving at Anywhere Evangelical Church.
2) A service of thanksgiving at Anywhere Evangelical Church followed by a brief service of committal at Crematorium Chapel or burial.
3) A service at Crematorium Chapel (time limit: 20 minutes).
4) A service at the Cemetery Chapel (time limit a little longer than 20 minutes) followed by a brief committal at the graveside.
Venue capacities:
· Anywhere Evangelical Church can seat up to ??? people.
· Funeral directors will be able to tell you the seating capacities of the Crematorium Chapel.
Arranging the date and time
Before visiting the Funeral Director, please speak to one the pastors about possible dates and times for the service at the church. This is important because:
· There are only certain days and times that Anywhere Evangelical Church is available, due to existing activities.
· The pastor conducting the service(s) may have prior engagements that cannot be altered.
Please be aware that some funeral directors may indicate that certain times are not available. This may be because the Crematorium Chapel is unavailable. It also may be because the funeral director has a prior engagement themself.
If you have a particular day and time in mind, it might be possible for a different funeral director to be able to accommodate your needs.
Music and hymns
· Please note that the music selected for the entrance of the coffin should be instrumental (not a song with words). This allows people to hear the words of scripture that will be spoken.
· Please consult the pastor about your choice of music (if any) for the conclusion of the service. Some songs portray a message not in keeping with the message of the Bible.
· The pastor will be able to advise as to how many hymns are appropriate for the length of time available.
· Although most hymns are appropriate, there are a few that are inconsistent with Bible truth (e.g. ‘Jerusalem’, ‘I vow to thee my Country’) and so we are not able to include them in services we conduct.
· An organist is provided, if you want one, by the Crematorium for the services at their chapel. Most Crematoria have songs & song accompaniments on a database which saves the cost of an organist. AEC provides a pianist at Anywhere Evangelical Church.
Other items in the service
· Occasionally, relatives and friends ask for a poem or other piece to be included in the service. Some popular pieces are not consistent with truth of scripture and so are unhelpful. Please ask the advice of the pastor.
· Please check with the pastor conducting the service before asking anyone else to take part in the service. This is in order to avoid duplication and to allow appropriate time. It is wise for anyone taking part to write/type out their contribution in full. The pastor may ask anyone taking part to send him a copy of their tribute in advance, so he can use the time well.
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